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The International Heliophysical Year (IHY), an international program of scientific
collaboration to understand the external drivers of planetary environments, has come to
an end. The IHY was a major international event of great interest to the member States,
which involved the deployment of new instrumentation, new observations from the
ground and in space, and an education component. We propose to continue the highly
successful collaboration between the heliophysics science community and the United
Nations Basic Space Science (UNBSS) program.
One of the major thrust of the IHY was to deploy arrays of small instruments such as
magnetometers, radio antennas, GPS receivers, all-sky cameras, particle detectors, etc.
around the world to provide global measurements of heliospheric phenomena. The
United Nations Basic Space Science Initiative (UNBSSI) played a major role in this
effort. Scientific teams were organized through UNBSS, which consisted of a lead
scientist who provided the instruments or fabrication plans for instruments in the array.
As a result of the this program, scientists from UNBSS member states now participate in
the instrument operation, data collection, analysis, and publication of scientific results,
working at the forefront of science research. As part of this project, support for local
scientists, facilities and data acquisition is provided by the host nation. In addition,
support at the Government level is provided for local scientists to participate.
Building on momentum of the IHY, we propose to continue the highly successful
collaboration with the UNBSS program to continue the study of universal processes in
the solar system that affect the interplanetary and terrestrial environments, and to
continue to coordinate the deployment and operation of new and existing instrument
arrays aimed at understanding the impacts of Space Weather on Earth and the near-Earth
environment. Toward this end, we propose a new program, the International Space
Weather Initiative (ISWI).
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Abstract
The International Heliophysical Year (IHY) provided a successful model
for the deployment of arrays of small scientific instruments in new and
scientifically interesting geographic locations, and outreach. The new
International Space Weather Initiative (ISWI) is designed to build on
this momentum to promote the observation, understanding, and prediction
space weather phenomena, and to communicate the scientific results to the
public.
Introduction
The International Heliophysical Year (IHY) was an international program
of scientific collaboration involving thousands of scientists from more
than 70 countries, which was conducted from February 2007 to February
2009. Along with programs of research, outreach, and IGY history
preservation, activities included the deployment of new instrumentation
arrays especially in developing countries. A detailed account of all IHY
activities is reported in the book The International Heliophysical Year:
Putting the "I" in IHY, by Barbara J. Thompson, et al (2009).
It was recognized early in the planning of the IHY that the understanding
of the global ionosphere and its linkage to the near-Earth space
environment was limited by the lack of observations in key geographical
areas, e.g. near the magnetic dipole equator. To address this need, a
series of workshops were held to facilitate collaborations between
research scientists in scientifically interesting geographic locations,
and researchers with the expertise to build scientific instrumentation.
From these meetings scientific teams emerged. Each team consisted of a
lead scientist who provided the instruments or fabrication plans for
instruments in the array. Support for local scientists, facilities and
data acquisition was provided by the host nation.	 All scientists
participate in the analysis of the data from the instrument array. As a
result of the this program, scientists from many countries now
participate in the instrument operation, data collection, analysis, and
publication of scientific results, working at the forefront of science
research.
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The instrument deployment program was one of the major successes of the
IHY. Arrays of small instruments such as magnetometers to measure Earth's
magnetic field, radio antennas to observe solar coronal mass ejections,
GPS receivers, VLF radio receivers, and all-sky cameras to observe the
ionosphere, and muon particle detectors to observe energetic particles
were installed around the world. These arrays continue to provide global
measurements of heliospheric phenomena.
An interesting side benefit of the instrument program was the seeding of
heliophysics research groups in universities where there had been none
before, and the strengthening of existing heliophysics research groups
where new instruments were installed.
Building on this concept, in February 2009 the International Space
Weather Initiative (ISWI)was proposed to the Science and Technology
Subcommittee (STSC) of the United Nations. The program will continue the
study of universal processes in the solar system that affect the
interplanetary and terrestrial environments, and to continue to
coordinate the deployment and operation of new and existing instrument
arrays aimed at understanding the impacts of Space Weather on Earth and
the near-Earth environment. The ISWI was adopted by the Committee for
the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (COPUOS) in June 2009, and approved the
UN General Assembly in the Fall of 2009. In addition to the United
Nations, ISWI is supported by the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration (NASA), the European Space Agency (ESA), the Japan
Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA), and the International Committee on
Global Navigation Satellite Systems (ICG). Additional information on the
ISWI is available at http://iswi-secretariat.org .
In this paper, we describe the goals and objectives of the ISWI program
as it is currently envisioned.
Goals and Objec-tive,,;
The ISWI will help develop the scientific insight necessary to understand
the physical relationships inherent in space weather, to reconstruct and
forecast near-Earth space weather, and to communicate this knowledge to
scientists and to the general public. This will be accomplished by (1)
continuing to deploy new instrumentation, (2) developing data analysis
processes, (3) developing predictive models using data from the
instrument arrays, and (4) continuing to promote knowledge of
heliophysics through education and public outreach.
The ISWI will continue to expand and deploy new and existing instrument
arrays following the successful model demonstrated during the IHY. The
basic principles of this model are simple. Each instrument team is led by
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a single scientist. The lead scientist or principle investigator, funded
by his/her country, provides instrumentation (or fabrication plans) and
data distribution. In a few cases, where resources allow, the hosting
country will pay for the instrument. The host country provides the
workforce, facilities, and operational support necessary to operate the
instrument. This is typically at a local university or government
laboratory. Host scientists become part of science team. All data and
data analysis activity is shared within the science team, and all
scientists participate in publications and scientific meetings where
possible.
The current list of instrument providers is shown in Table 1. This list
is not expected to remain static. Through workshops and other means, the
ISWI will actively seek to identify additional instruments, and
instrument providers that could benefit from the ISWI process, as well as
new instrument hosts.
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The ISWI program will promote the coordination of data products in a form
useful for input into physical models of heliospheric processes. These
data will be used for both retrospective analysis aimed at physical
understanding of space weather, and for predictive models to predict
future space weather conditions.
To be useful for space weather prediction, data must be available in near
real-time. However, today internet connections are intermittent or slow
in many locations in the developing world, making near real-time data
return impossible. Eventually, as internet connectivity improves, these
data will be made available in near real-time in a form where they can be
ingested into predictive models. In the near term, other strategies like
data transfer during selected time periods, or on recorded media like
DVDs and tapes are adequate for the retrospective scientific studies of
space weather events, and the development of physical models.
Data from the instrument arrays will be deposited in publicly available
archives. For the most part, these will be existing data archives, like
the virtual observatory systems which are currently under development,
similar to the Virtual Heliospheric Observatory (http://vho.nasa.gov/)
 or
the Virtual Solar Observatory
(http://http: //sdac.virtualsolar.org/cgi/search) . This will make data
from ISWI instruments available to the broader community of researchers.
As
During the IHY space science schools in US, China, India, Brazil, and
Nigeria provided training to hundreds of graduate students and new
researchers. The ISWI will continue to provide support for space science
schools. The ISWI will continue to promote space science and the
inclusion of space science curricula in universities and graduate
schools. This has been most effective when combined with the
installation of instrumentation at the university.
The ISWI will continue to support public outreach projects. It is
essential to communicate the excitement, the beauty, and the relevance of
our science to scientists from other disciplines, and to the public at
large. We will continue to develop public outreach materials unique to
the ISWI, and coordinate the distribution these materials through
individual contacts and outreach workshops.
The ISWI will continue a portion of the IHY program, providing a forum
for the formation of scientific collaborations between instrument
providers and instrument hosts. Initially data will be used primarily
for understanding the physical processes important for space weather
phenomena. Later, ISWI will move toward near real-time data availability
as internet connectivity improves, allowing data ingest predictive
modeling. A robust program of outreach is envisioned, with a
continuation of the space science schools, support for university space
science curricula, and a public outreach program.
